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In order to comply with Oklahoma’s statute pertaining to the right of publicity (12 O.S. § 1449), the Spears School Marketing and Communications 
unit has prepared this decision tree to help you  determine if you need a release form to reuse, publish, perform, reproduce, adapt, distribute, or 
transmit a photo, video, or recording of an individual. Please be aware that there are other considerations covered by the statute (if the subject is a 
minor, right to privacy, etc.); this decision tree addresses only the most common situations encounted by the Spears School.

WHO TOOK THE PHOTO/VIDEO/RECORDING?

An OSU employee A non-OSU employee

Permission Form is 
not needed

Permission Form
is needed

Permission Form
http://spears.okstate.edu/mac/resources/forms/permission

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE
PHOTO/VIDEO/RECORDING?

A non-easily identifyable person 
or person who just happened to 
be present at time photo/video/

recording was taken

An easily identifyable person

Model Release Form
http://spears.okstate.edu/mac/resources/forms/model

Model Release
Form is not needed

Model Release
Form is needed

WHO APPEARS IN THE PHOTO/VIDEO/RECORDING?

To promote, advertise or sell 
goods or services

Not to promote, advertise or sell 
goods or services

Model Release Form
http://spears.okstate.edu/mac/resources/forms/model

Model Release
Form is not needed

Model Release
Form is needed

Questions?
Please contact the Spears School communications specialist, Ruth Inman, at 405-744-2703 or ruth.inman@okstate.edu

For example: A Web page encouraging people to register for an event is a “promotional” page. 
A page simply containing a news item about an events is not a “promotional” page. Most 

pages on the Spears School Web site are considered “promotional.”


